Welcome to the Parishes of

St. James and Holy Family
Catholic Churches
And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Office and Mailing Address:
St. James Church
299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin

Office: 218-927-6581 Fax: 218-927-6589 Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org
Mailing Address: 299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431

Pastor
Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968
fatherforsman@gmail.com

Mass Schedule
Weekday:
Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James

Deacons
Bill Stein…..…………….. 218-927-3613
Deaconbillstein@aol.com
Mike Eisenbraun…….. 218-513-8119
m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com
Mike Barta…………….... 218-232-0746
mjbarta@frontiernet.net

Weekend:
Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James
Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family
10:00 am…...St. James

F

Religious Education:
St. James
Assistant Directors of Religious Education
Jr/Sr. High Jeremy Justen… ................218-670-0165
Elementary Jen Kinzer ..........................218-839-0344
Marie James ......................218-839-0680

Prayer Chain Requests
Jan Burt (SJ)…………....................................218-927-3587
Kathy Cummings (SJ) ................................ 218-927-6483
Elaine Hill (SJ)……… ....................................218-838-5982
Carol Wiherski (SJ)…………………................ 218-927-6880
Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ........................218-839-0754

Online opportunities

St. James: www.aitkincatholic.org
Connect to St. James Church via Facebook
Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org

Pray the Rosary
SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/
Tues—Fri-8:05 am
HF—Sundays 7:30 am
OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am

Bulletin Submissions

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org
Deadline - Mondays at 4:00 pm.

Find the Bulletin anytime at:

www.parishesonline.com
www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ)
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF)
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Confessions
Sat:
Sun:

10:00—10:45 am
St. James
4:00—4:45 pm
St. James
7:15—7:45 am
Holy Family
(or by appointment)
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Holy Family Church
2 S Maddy St. McGregor
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Fr. David’s
Liturgical Schedule

February 21, 2021
1st Sunday of Lent

Sunday, February 21
7:15-7:45 am
8:00 am
10:00 am

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” These
powerful words provide the perfect framework for a conversion oriented
Lenten experience. God is giving us this Lenten sign to stop being
concerned about what you have and focus on who you are. This requires
that we create a desert space and listen more attentively for God to reveal
His presence. It is all so wonderfully simple on the one hand and so
incredibly challenging on the other. The message is simple: love God,
neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great sense, but we struggle
translating them into reality. Our attachments, compulsions, obsessions,
addictions, routines, and busyness all anchor us to the “idol of the self,”
keeping us mired in our compulsive need for self-aggrandizement. It’s not
about us!
God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the relationship He
has with His people. He called us into being, nurtures us in being, and
sustains us in being. Without the Loving Divine Presence, all life would
cease. Once we slow down a bit and clear away some of the clutter, we
can see how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what brings
us in and out of tune with God’s love and how we can better imitate God’s
loving fidelity in our relationship with Him. In short, we will see our
myopic short sightedness and figure out how we can better share the
Divine Fire within with others. Lent isn’t just about giving stuff up for
forty days and indulging again at Easter. We need to push things much
farther and wrestle with the question of how we can be more. “Being
more” means becoming more fully alive and in touch
with the holiness of life and the divinity that lives in and
empowers all beings and things. It is realizing that the
“quality” of our presence is crucial to being an effective
witness and herald of God’s unconditional love.

Confessions (HF)
Mass (HF)
Mass (SJ)

Tuesday, February 23
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Wednesday, February 24
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Thursday, February 25
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
9:00 am
Exposition of Blessed
Sacrament (SJ)
Friday, February 26
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass, Exposition,
Stations, Benediction (SJ)
Saturday, February 27
10:00 - 10:45 am
Confessions (SJ)
4:00 - 4:45 pm
Confessions (SJ)
5:00 pm
Mass (SJ)
Sunday, February 28
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)
(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that
the wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly fight
to keep things the way they are, to return to the former
ways of doing things or restore some nostalgic fantasy
memory of “life in the good old days.” Lent isn’t about
maintaining what we have or returning to something that
is gone. It’s about becoming something new. It’s about
being more focused, centered, convicted, and grounded so that we can be a person who truly loves and treasures
being made in the image of God. The secret to Gospel living is not found in accumulating anything for ourselves,
even merit points for heaven. Gospel living means learning how to live with less so that others can live with more.
The thought of permanently giving something up makes us feel uncomfortable. Truth often does.
©LPi
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All Parish News
Black and Indian
Mission Collection

February 21, 2021
Sun:

Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/
This week our parishes will
1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15
take up the Black and Indian
Mon: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/
Mission Collection. This collection exists to help local African
Mt 16:13-19
American and Native American Diocesan Communities throughout Tues: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17,
18-19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15
the United States spread the Good News of Jesus Christ and respond
Wed: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/
to real and pressing needs on the ground. Your financial support
Lk 11:29-32
enables them to help form children in the faith, educate young
Thurs: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab,
people, and build hope-a hope often so hard to find in the areas their
2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12
missionaries serve.
Fri:
Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a,
7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26
Sat:
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/
Lenten Opportunities
Mt 5:43-48
 I Thirst, 40 days with Mother Teresa Let the Next Sunday:
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/
Holy Spirit lead this Lent, a book from
Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/
Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10
Augustine Institute. “This guided meditation on
Next
Sunday:
Second
Sunday of Lent
Scripture and the teaching of Mother Teresa will lead those
who read it into the heart of the mystery of God’s thirst for © Liturgical Publications Inc
souls, and how man can meet the Lord’s thirst.” (This book
is available at your parish.)

Stewardship Report

5 minutes with the Word Lent 2021, a
booklet from Word Among Us. Spend a few


minutes each day to pray and read the daily reflection inside
this booklet. “Let Jesus speak to you through his word. Let
the reflection remind you of Jesus’ love and his sacrifice on
the cross for you and for all your loved ones.” (This booklet is
available at your parish.)

Best Lent Ever, a free daily Lent experience
from Dynamic Catholic. Sign up at
www.dynamiccatholic.com. It’s not What you
give up, It’s who you become.



When you give up chocolate for 40 days, you lose a pound
or two. When you learn how to pray and develop a daily
habit of conversation with God...your whole life changes and, in fact, the
person you are changes! Join Matthew Kelly on a 40-day journey through
his new book I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide to Life’s Essential Daily
Habit. (This book is available at your parish.)

Stations of the Cross

Wednesdays 6:00 pm at St. James
Thursdays 5:15 pm at Holy Family

Through
February 7, 2021
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020June 30, 2021)
St. James •
Attendance ....................................................... 163
Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,020
Received 2/7/2021 .................................... $5,022
Fiscal Year to date goal .......................... $160,646
Fiscal Year to date received ................... $176,333
Holy Family •
Attendance ...................................................... …..32
Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,410
Received 2/7/2021 .................................... $1,005
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $45,108
Fiscal Year to date received ...................... $45,424
Our Lady of Fatima•
Attendance ........................................................….9
Weekly Goal. ................................................... $127
Received 2/7/2021 ........................................ $80
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $4,055
Fiscal Year to date received ........................ $4,290
Thank you for your contributions!

Fridays After 8:30 am Mass at
St. James

Free Until March 31st!!
In honor of National Marriage Week and as a Lenten resource, the Marriage in Christ At Home Seminar is free for
couples who sign up by March 31, 2021. Once registered, access is free through May 31,2021. This free access is
made possible by a grant from Communication Center, the nations’ largest distributer of Catholic religious education
materials.
Every couple needs the Lord to love them as a couple. Only in Christ and with the grace of the Holy Spirit can we live
a married life full of the Love of God. For more information and to sign up go to: https://marriageinchrist.com.
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
The Unlikely Suspects
Have you ever taken a nature
walk? Have you leisurely strolled
through a forest or field, with no
real destination in mind and your
only objective being receptivity to
and observation of all God’s
creation?
Sometimes, Scripture readings can
feel like a nature walk. All of
salvation history plays out against
the backdrop of the natural world,
with all elements of God’s creation
— plants and animals and the dust
of the earth itself — turning in a
supporting performance. How
about Jesus in the hot and dusty
desert, tempted, living “among the
wild beasts?” Noah departed from
his ark with the animals he
rescued, observing God’s sign in
the very clouds of the sky. Even
God Himself, offering us salvation
from original sin through the
waters of baptism.
How often do we remember that
God speaks to us through all of His
creation, even in the unlikeliest
suspects?

St. James
299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin

Rosary for Respect for Life & Children
On Thursday mornings from 7:30-7:50 a.m. a Rosary is
prayed for the sanctity of life and youth of our
community. Everyone is welcome to join in prayer
before the start our busy days.
St. James Food Shelf
Feb 27/28 Pancake mix and
syrup
March 6/7 Spaghetti sauce,
pasta, ramen noodles
March 13/14 Food Share
Weekend
Thanks for all you do to help those in need.

Welcome newly registered parishioners
at St. James:
Richard and Joyce Cassady

Holy Family
2 S Maddy Street, McGregor

Adoration / Stations of the Cross /
Benediction

Anyone is welcome to visit the Lord in
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament
Let’s go back to the nature walk. It
on Thursdays between 9:30 am and
sounds like a lovely way to pass an
5:15 pm with Stations of the Cross at
afternoon, amongst wildflowers
5:15
followed by Benediction. There is
and butterflies, but don’t forget the
beating hot sun, mosquitos, and
still a need for
threat of rain on the horizon.
individuals to
Remember, we’re not in heaven
sign up for an
yet. Here on earth, God may be
hour or be on a
present in His creation, but that
substitute list.
doesn’t mean it’s always easy to
endure.
If interested
please call or text Andrea at 763-360Lent is, essentially, a time to listen
2058.
for the voice of God in places we
may not expect: the mild irritations
you experience when you’re craving
the chocolate you gave up, or the
dull pangs of hunger during the Ash
Wednesday fast. It’s a golden
opportunity to see the divine hand
in all of
creation,
even those
unlikely
suspects.
— Tracy Earl
Welliver, MTS
©LPi

February Prayer Chain
There is an updated February
Prayer Chain List available in the
Narthex. Please feel free to take
one. There is a beautiful "Healing
Prayer" that is part of that list.
Please look it over. If you have
added anyone that could now be
removed, or if you have anyone you
would like added, please contact
Shirley Scollard: 218-426-3527. I
would like to keep it current.
Thank you and God Bless.

Our Lady of Fatima
102 S Highway 65 McGrath

OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule
The Rosary will be prayed half hour before Mass.
Please note this schedule is subject to change
due to Fr. Solors’ availability.
Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 10 am
Sunday, March 7, 2021 at 10 am
Sunday, March 14, 2021 at 10 am
4

Religious Education
Little Gobblers
Class will be held next on
February 24 from 5:15 until
6:00. K-3 will meet in the
Social Hall with parents and
4-6 will meet in the Big
Classroom. Home lesson
packets will be ready for
families on the 24th.

Tuesday, February 23
6:30 am
That Man is You (SJ)
Wednesday, February 24
5:15 pm
Little Gobblers (SJ)
6:00 pm
Stations of the Cross (SJ)
6:30 pm
CAGE (SJ)
Thursday, February 25
7:30 am
Rosary (SJ)
9:00 am to 8:00 pm
Adoration (SJ)
9:30 am to 5:15 pm
Adoration (HF)
5:15 pm
Stations of the Cross (HF)
5:50 pm
Benediction (HF)
Friday, February 26
After 8:30 am Mass
Exposition,
Stations of the Cross, Benediction (SJ)

If you have any questions, please contact Jen or Marie.

CAGE Class Dates
Sunday, March 7-After Mass
(Mandatory Confirmation Prep for juniors and sponsors)
For Wednesday CAGE Night classes, students should
arrive by 6:25 pm.
February 24
March 3

Tuesday, February 23
8:30 am
Wednesday, February 24
8:30 am
Thursday, February 25
8:30 am
Friday, February 26
8:30 am
Saturday, February 27
5:00 pm
Sunday, February 28
8:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

Saturday, February 27 at 5:00 pm (SJ)
Sacristan/Server ....................................................... Terry Stein
Lector......................................................................... Jean Abeln
EOMs ...................................... (MOB) Julie Carlson, Carol Hoge
Ushers ................... Brian Carlson, Kevin Hoge, two volunteers

Ione Vogel (SJ)
Fr. Fred Method (SJ)

Sunday, February 28 at 8:00 am (HF)
................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.

Jodi Hale,
Mass of the Living (SJ)

Sunday, February 28 at 10:00 am (OL)
.................................................................... Volunteers needed.

Bill Christensen (SJ)

Sunday, February 28 at 10:00 am (SJ)
Sacristan ............................................................. Carroll Janzen
Server ................................................................ Jerome Joerger
Lector...................................................................... Steve Kinzer
EOMs ................................ (MOB) Tim Anderson, Bernie Novak
Ushers .............................................. Karen Born, Hugh Janzen
................................................................. Don Lent, Mark Ritter

Rosie Mulvihill (SJ)
Audrey Laverne Simon (HF)
Gladys Paquette (OL)
Michelle Magee (SJ)

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James•
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James •
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima
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