Welcome to the Parishes of

St. James and Holy Family
Catholic Churches
And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Office and Mailing Address:
St. James Church
299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin

Office: 218-927-6581 Fax: 218-927-6589 Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org
Mailing Address: 299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431

Pastor
Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968
fatherforsman@gmail.com

Deacons
Bill Stein…..…………….. 218-927-3613
Deaconbillstein@aol.com
Mike Eisenbraun…….. 218-513-8119
m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com
Mike Barta…………….... 218-232-0746
mjbarta@frontiernet.net

Religious Education:
St. James
Assistant Directors of Religious Education
Jr/Sr. High Jeremy Justen… ............... 218-670-0165
Elementary Jen Kinzer ......................... 218-839-0344
Marie James ..................... 218-839-0680
Holy Family
Director of Religious Education
Jr/Sr High Julie Barta… .................... 218-232-3215
Elementary….. ........................................................ Open

Prayer Line Requests
Elaine Haberkorn (SJ)……… ...................... 218-927-4453
Gloria Paulbeck (SJ)………… ...................... 218-820-3635
Judy Ryan (SJ)…………………. ...................... 218-927-3444
Rochelle Bertram (SJ) ............................... 218-928-2497
Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ....................... 218-839-0754

Online opportunities

St. James: www.aitkincatholic.org
Connect to St. James Church via Facebook
Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org

Pray the Rosary
SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/
Tues—Fri-8:05 am
HF—Sundays 8:30 am
OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am

Bulletin Submissions

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org

Find the Bulletin anytime at:

www.parishesonline.com
www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ)
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF)

Mass Schedule
Weekday:

Confessions

Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James

Sat:

Weekend:
Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James
Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family
10:00 am…...St. James
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Holy Family Church
2 S Maddy St. McGregor

Sun:

,

O V E M B E R

10:00—10:45 am
St. James
4:00—4:45 pm
St. James
7:15—7:45 am
Holy Family
(or by appointment)
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A Message from Father David
My 50th Birthday was November 18th and it was going to be a big
day but, alas, we were robbed by the Covid-19 situation, so no
celebrations were had or will be had. I think a small party with
Mom and Mary in Proctor but no party at the parish(es) for the big
5 0 ! Ironically I missed a parish celebration
of my 40th birthday when I was in Pine City
because of unforeseen circumstances. I’m
not having a lot of luck with my birthday
celebrations… or am I? It’s true I don’t like
being reminded of getting older and partying
isn’t my thing (anymore), however I don’t want to be forgotten or
celebrated, but I wouldn’t mind it if my birthday was.
I imagine I would have given a speech at my birthday party with
you at the parish. This would have been the gist of it:
Thank you for coming to my 50th birthday party. I truly appreciate all the
canes, Fixodent, Ben Gay, Compression Socks, Neti Pots, those “reacher”
things for “up high things,” the life-time supply of sugar-free cough drops
and, of course, all the Depends. I will start using most of these things
tomorrow.

Fr. David’s
Liturgical Schedule
Sunday, November 22
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)
Tuesday, November 24
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Wednesday, November 25
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Thursday, November 26
Thanksgiving
9:00 am
Mass (SJ)
Friday, November 27
No Mass
Saturday, November 28
10:00 - 10:45 am
Confessions (SJ)
4:00 - 4:45 pm
Confessions (SJ)
5:00 pm
Mass (SJ)
Sunday, November 29
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James
You know, I wouldn’t want to go back. Just because I don’t think I could
handle it again. I don’t mind moving into the future, not because I have
some great plans like I did years before, but because now I’ve given God
the reins. I’m letting Him lead (not perfectly or all the time) but enough to make a big difference in my life.

Now my eyes are on the prize and the prize is the Kingdom of Heaven. I’m old enough now to have plenty in the
rear-view mirror. And with that I can say I’ve got enough experience to help me to know what to do in the future.
And the future for me is life eternal. It seems a little fatalistic to be so focused on the end of life; when you’re only
50 it may even seem depressing, but I believe that it is in moderation or in the middle ground that we find the
truth. I am close to being in the middle of my years (or just past) and God grants wisdom with age. Blessed be
God for having guided and shepherded me to this day, to this age, to where I am.
I am not in any way close to being perfect. My years have prepared and purged me to be who I am today and
that’s the greatest blessing. The trick is carrying the blessing to the end of the line faithfully to perfection in
Christ one day. Please pray for me. That is the greatest gift. Pray that whatever time God allows me into the
future is blessed by Him and that my priesthood blesses others.
More to come…
God bless and have a good week
everyone!
Fr. David
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All Parish News
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Working the Margins

November 22, 2020
Sun:

Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6
Please be generous in this week’s collection for the Catholic
[1]/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46
Campaign for Human Development. In
Mon: Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6
the United States, one in six people
[cf. 6]/Lk 21:1-4
Tues: Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/
lives in poverty. With this collection,
Lk 21:5-11
you support programs that address the
Wed: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9
causes of poverty and provide a
[Rev 15:3b]/Lk 21:12-19
sustainable future for those struggling
Thurs: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 100:1b-2,
across the country. In addition, 25% of the funds we collect will
3, 4, 5 [Rev 19:9a]/Lk 21:20-28
remain in our diocese to fund local antipoverty projects. Please
Fri:
Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and
prayerfully consider how you can support this collection and work on
8a [Rev 21:3b]/Lk 21:29-33
the margins. More information about the Catholic Campaign for
Sat:
Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab
Human Development can be found at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection
[1 Cor 16:22b]/Lk 21:34-36
Next Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3,
United Catholic Appeal (UCA)
15-16, 18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37
Contributions to UCA for 2020 can be made up to December 31st. Next Sunday: First Sunday in Advent

Any amount received after 12/31 will be applied to our 2021
assessment. Whatever is not received by 12/31 will still be paid to © Liturgical Publications Inc
the Diocese, but it will be taken from the general fund. The
Stewardship Report in the column at the right reflects the amount of
UCA due and received for each parish as of two weeks ago. Thanks
to all for your generous contributions!

Stewardship Report
Through
November 8, 2020

(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020June 30, 2021)
St. James •
Attendance ....................................................... 215
Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,020
Received 11/08/2020 ............................... $4,219
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $90,363
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $87,512
UCA 2020 Assessment ....................... $58,429.33
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ............. $41,267.50

Letters and Cards to Father Ben Hadrich
As some of you may know, Father Ben Hadrich has moved from
Rochester Mayo to Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute in Golden
Valley, MN. His new mailing address is below for the purpose of
sending him letter or cards.
Father Ben Hadrich, 3915 Golden Valley Road, ME 78440, Golden Valley,
MN 55422

Book of Remembrance
Traditionally, the month of November is a time when we remember
our deceased loved ones and to pray for them. We
especially remember family, friends and parish
members who have died within the last year.
Throughout the month of November a Book of
Remembrance will be available at our parishes. You are invited to
write the names of your loved ones in this special book. They will be
remembered in prayer throughout the month.
3

Holy Family •
Attendance ..................................................... …..51
Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,410
Received 11/08/2020 ............................... $1,257
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $25,373
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $25,654
UCA 2020 Assessment ....................... $13,999.20
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ................ $8,536.00
Our Lady of Fatima•
Attendance ...................................................... ….17
Weekly Goal. ....................................................$127
Received 11/01/2020 ...................................$146
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $2,281
Fiscal Year to date received ....................... $2,500
UCA 2020 Assessment .......................... $1,585.21
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ................ $1,403.62
Thank you for your contributions!

St. James

GOSPEL MEDITATION -November 22, 2020
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Many Americans are fascinated with England’s
monarchy. For many different reasons, we are drawn to
the regal pageantry and all of the protocols associated
with royal lifestyles. What’s most amazing is that for all
of the media attention focused on the comings and
goings of English royalty, they really have very little
effect on the day to day dealings of their country.
Thoughts and images of kings and queens are often
centered on this story book understanding of who and
what they are. We associate protocols, etiquette, and
proper words and actions to how we approach
members of a royal family. These tools serve the
necessary purpose of keeping them isolated,
enthroned, and at a distance. There is something
attractive about being an observer of ritual, pomp, and
circumstance. It’s almost theatrical.
Is this how we see Jesus Christ, too? We often
behave as if Christ is an isolated, enthroned, royal, and
even ineffective king. Jesus wants nothing to do with
having the status of an earthly king. Jesus also does
not want to be watched, observed, or set apart. He
wants to get down and dirty with the very stuff of life
especially the poor, marginalized, confused, hurting,
lost, broken, imprisoned, and forgotten ones. Jesus is
the king who turns the tables on us and wants not only
our attention but our engagement and conversion. He
wants us to get dirty too.
How we treat other people is at the heart of Christ’s
kingdom. “Whatever you did for one of the least
brothers of mine, you did for me.” At different times in
our lives we are all counted among the “least” ones. We
may not be physically poor, but we can easily become
emotionally and spiritually poor. We may not be
marginalized as many physically are, cast aside
because they have too many needs or don’t quite fit in.
But who hasn’t experienced isolation, loneliness, inner
turmoil, angst, heartache, or loss? Almost every human
being has experienced brokenness at one point or
another, or will most definitely at some future point,
facing discouragement, fear, insecurity. People are
thirsty for more than water. We are imprisoned by our
prejudices, misconceived notions and ideas, selffocused obsessions and ideologies. There is a lot of
pain and many least ones around us. Stop, look and
listen. This is what Christ the King is asking us to do.
Look deeply into the eyes and soul of your sisters and
brothers, all of them, and see Christ himself.
Being a spectator and observing all of the pageantry
isn’t enough. Jesus wants us to inherit the kingdom and
live the kingdom. It is built on the blocks of love, mercy,
compassion, hope, faith, and blessing. It engages those
who want it, changes and informs minds, inspires and
transforms hearts,
converts and renews
souls, and sets things
right. There is such a
great need around us. Are
you ready and willing to
do whatever you can to
serve in God’s kingdom?
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299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin

Please pray for
Felicia Forder and her bereaved
family and friends. May her
soul and all the souls of the faithfully departed rest in
peace.
Nov 28/29
Dec 5/6
Dec 12/13

St. James Food Shelf
Dressing mix, gravy
Canned meat, tuna, chicken, spam
Food Share Weekend

Money is always welcome. Thanks for all
you do to help those in need.

Holy Family
2 S Maddy Street, McGregor

Please pray for
Shirle Sherrick and her bereaved
family and friends. May her soul and
all the souls of the faithfully departed rest in peace.
Angels Support Group Meeting
Surviving the Holidays with Grief and Loss
A support group for adults and seniors who are adjusting to
life after loss while facing the stress of the holiday season.
Join us as we share our stories and learn tools to cope with
the season.
Meets Thursdays,10-noon beginning November 12th for 5
weeks. Contact Angels for more information 218-768-2762.
Adoration / Holy Hour / Benediction
Anyone is welcome to visit the Lord in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament on Thursdays between 9:30 am and 6
pm with benediction beginning at 5:50 pm. There is still a
need for individuals to sign up for an hour or be on a
substitute list. If interested please call or text
Andrea at 763-360-2058.

Our Lady of Fatima
102 S Highway 65 McGrath

OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule
The Rosary will be prayed half hour before Mass.
Please note this schedule is subject to change
due to Fr. Solors availability.
Sunday, November 29, 2020 at 10 am
Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 10 am
Sunday, December 13, 2020 at 10 am
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Religious Education
Little Gobblers
Our next monthly class is scheduled for December 2nd,
beginning at 5:15 pm.

Monday, November 23
5:15 pm
Bible Study (SJ)
Tuesday, November 24
6:30 am
That Man is You (SJ)
Thursday, November 26 Happy Thanksgiving!
No adoration (SJ/HF)
Friday, November 27
Office closed

Attention Second Grade Sacrament Prep
First Reconciliation will be December 5 at 11:00 am.
Still need to register? There are forms on the St. James
website and available at the church.

CAGE Class Dates
Wednesday night CAGE classes have been canceled until
after Thanksgiving.

Early Bulletin Deadlines
For December 6th Bulletin-Deadline is 4:00 pm on Nov 25th
For December 13th Bulletin-Deadline is 4:00 pm on Dec 4th

Saturday, November 28 at 5:00 pm (SJ)
Sacristan/Server ................................................... Pat O’Connor
Lector.......................................................................... Judy Ryan
EOMs .................................................. Kathy & Tim Ryan (MOB)
Ushers .................... Brian Carlson, John Pierson, 2 volunteers

Tuesday, November 24
8:30 am
Pat Cummings (SJ)
Wednesday, November 25
8:30 am
All Souls (SJ)
Thursday, November 26—Thanksgiving
9:00 am
Donn Zimanske (SJ)
Friday, November 27
No Mass
Saturday, November 28
5:00 pm
Sunday, November 29
8:00 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

Sunday, November 29 at 8:00 am (HF)
................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.
Sunday, November 29 at 10:00 am (OL)
.................................................................... Volunteers needed.

Michelle Magee (SJ)

Sunday, November 29 at 10:00 am (SJ)
Sacristan ............................................................... Hugh Janzen
Servers .................................................... Ella and Noah Janzen
Lector......................................................................... Cindy Lent
EOMs ...................................... Marie James, Terry Stein (MOB)
Ushers ...........................................Jeremy and Landon Janzen,
.............................................................. John Appel, Kirk Peysar

For the Parish (HF)
Edwin Kraemer (OL)
Deacon Vern Anderson (SJ)

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James •
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James•
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima
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