Welcome to the Parishes of

St. James and Holy Family
Catholic Churches
And Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
Office and Mailing Address:
St. James Church
299 Red Oak Dr. Aitkin

Office: 218-927-6581 Fax: 218-927-6589 Email: aggie@aitkincatholic.org
Mailing Address: 299 Red Oak Dr., Aitkin, MN 56431

Pastor
Fr. David Forsman…..763-227-7968
fatherforsman@gmail.com

Deacons
Bill Stein…..…………….. 218-927-3613
Deaconbillstein@aol.com
Mike Eisenbraun…….. 218-513-8119
m.eisenbraun@yahoo.com
Mike Barta…………….... 218-232-0746
mjbarta@frontiernet.net

Religious Education:
St. James
Assistant Directors of Religious Education
Jr/Sr. High Jeremy Justen… ............... 218-670-0165
Elementary Jen Kinzer ......................... 218-839-0344
Marie James ..................... 218-839-0680
Holy Family
Director of Religious Education
Jr/Sr High Julie Barta… .................... 218-232-3215
Elementary….. ........................................................ Open

Prayer Line Requests
Elaine Haberkorn (SJ)……… ...................... 218-927-4453
Gloria Paulbeck (SJ)………… ...................... 218-820-3635
Judy Ryan (SJ)…………………. ...................... 218-927-3444
Rochelle Bertram (SJ) ............................... 218-928-2497
Shirley Scollard (HF)……….. ....................... 218-839-0754

Online opportunities

St. James: www.aitkincatholic.org
Connect to St. James Church via Facebook
Holy Family & Our Lady of Fatima Chapel
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org

Pray the Rosary
SJ—Sat. 4:25 pm/Sun. 9:25 am/
Tues—Fri-8:05 am
HF—Sundays 8:30 am
OLOF—Sundays 9:30 am

Bulletin Submissions

218-927-6581 or bulletin@aitkincatholic.org
Deadline - Mondays at 4:00 pm.

Find the Bulletin anytime at:

www.parishesonline.com
www.aitkincatholic.org (SJ)
www.mcgregorcatholicchurch.org (HF)

Mass Schedule
Weekday:

Confessions

Tues-Fri………...8:30 am St. James

Sat:

Weekend:
Saturday….5:00 pm……..St. James
Sunday…….8:00 am…....Holy Family
10:00 am…...St. James

A
N
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Holy Family Church
2 S Maddy St. McGregor

Sun:

S

10:00—10:45 am
St. James
4:00—4:45 pm
St. James
7:15—7:45 am
Holy Family
(or by appointment)

A I N T S

O V E M B E R

1,

2020

LPi weekly
cover art

A Message from Father David

If you could pick your own cross what would it be? If you are like me it
wouldn’t be the one I have now but one that is completely opposite to the
one I have struggled with. Now this is not the right answer, of course,
and most of us would answer this question by choosing their own cross.
Except the living saints among us. The living saint accepts and
surrenders to the cross they have been given by God and cherishes the
good God accomplishes through it. This is the correct view. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church says this in paragraph 2015:
The way of perfection passes by the Way of the Cross. There
is no holiness without renunciation and spiritual battle. Spiritual
progress entails the ascesis and mortification that gradually lead to
moving in the peace and joy of the Beatitudes:
He who climbs never stops going from beginning to beginning, through
beginnings that have no end. He never stops desiring what he already knows. –
St. Gregory of Nyssa

Fr. David’s
Liturgical Schedule

Sunday, November 1
7:15-7:45 am
8:00 am
10:00 am

Confessions (HF)
Mass (HF)
Mass (SJ)

Tuesday, November 3
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Wednesday, November 4
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Thursday, November 5
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
9:00 am
Exposition of Blessed
Sacrament (SJ)
7:00 pm
Vocations Holy Hour (SJ)
Friday, November 6
8:00 am
Angelus (SJ)
8:05 am
Rosary (SJ)
8:30 am
Mass (SJ)
Saturday, November 7
9:15 am First Saturday Rosary/Mass (SJ)
10:00 - 10:45 am
Confessions (SJ)
4:00 - 4:45 pm
Confessions (SJ)
5:00 pm
Mass (SJ)
Sunday, November 8
7:15-7:45 am
Confessions (HF)
8:00 am
Mass (HF)
10:00 am
Mass (SJ)

My Dad used to tell us that the spiritual life is all about swimming
upstream, that as soon as we stop swimming and begin to float, we have
“lost the battle” and will soon “lose the war.” St. Gregory here puts it in
very similar terms: “he who climbs never stops” and “he never stops
desiring what he already knows” and what he knows is the love of God
and His Kingdom, that the end is Heaven through the grace of the
Paschal Mystery.
Our cross engages us in a process for our sanctification. It should be no
surprise that I’ve had my share of the cross through the years. The
burden of my cross didn’t lay itself upon my shoulders until I was 23
years old and from that point until I was 39, my cross was tolerable
enough and was present to me for
few weeks or months at a time (off
(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James
and on) during a calendar year.
From age 40-49 my cross has shown itself to me in many more months
and in years’ time and resting my cross on the side of the road for relief
was impossible at times. I would be lying if I said I have no fear of future
days, months and years and to what degree I may be asked to carry my
cross.
It is a struggle at times to find the meaning of my cross. I do know it is
peculiarly my own, designed by God for me. I don’t feel like I am getting
any holier, any wiser, or any more courageous; but God knows what I
don’t know about myself and what He is preparing me for is a mystery.
His ways are not our ways. All believers should trust Him inexplicitly,
that He knows what He is doing.
If I could choose my own cross, fashion it for myself, tailor it to my liking,
it would not do me much good spiritually, it probably wouldn’t do me any justice before God because “my cross”
wouldn’t be balanced properly. I would either choose too heavy a cross (and thereby commit a sin of pride) or
choose too light a cross (and commit a sin of laziness). God Alone knows what is best.
I write this column reflecting on the cross that Fr. Ben Hadrich is carrying today and how different each path to sanctity is
by way of our cross.
More to come…
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All Parish News
Book of Remembrance
Traditionally, the month of November is a time when we
remember our deceased loved ones and to
pray for them. We especially remember
family, friends and parish members who
have died within the last year.
Throughout the month of November a
Book of Remembrance will be available at
our parishes. You are invited to write the names of your loved
ones in this special book. They will be remembered in prayer
throughout the month.
Annual Memorial Mass
Annual Memorial Mass for those that have passed away the past
12 months will take place on November 2nd at 6:00 p.m. at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Crosby. Please arrive early to enter
the names of those you would like remembered in the memorial
book at the back of church. At 5:45 the names will be read,
candles will be lit in their memory. Mass will follow at 6:00 p.m.

November 1, 2020
Sun:

Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab,
5-6 [cf. 6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a
Mon: Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/
Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40
Tues: Phil 2:5-11/Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30c,
31-32 [26a]/Lk 14:15-24
Wed: Phil 2:12-18/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/
Lk 14:25-33
Thurs: Phil 3:3-8a/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [3b]/
Lk 15:1-10
Fri:
Phil 3:17—4:1/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab,
4cd-5 [1]/Lk 16:1-8
Sat:
Phil 4:10-19/Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9/
Lk 16:9-15
Next Sunday:
Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6,
7-8 [2b]/1 Thes 4:13-18 or
4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13
Next Sunday Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
© Liturgical Publications Inc

Stewardship Report

Alzheimer’s and Dementia Zoom Classes Offered Nov 4
Understanding and Responding to Dementia-Related Behavior
Sponsored by the United Knights of Columbus

Behavior is a powerful form of communication and is one of the
primary ways for people with dementia to communicate their
needs and feelings as the ability to use language is lost.
However, some behaviors can present real challenges for
caregivers to manage. Join us to learn to decode behavioral
messages, identify common behavior triggers, and learn
strategies to help intervene with some of the most common
behavioral challenges of Alzheimer’s disease.
Healing Series for the Separated and Civilly Divorced
The Duluth Diocese of the Office of Marriage, Family and Life is
seeking to assist the faithful who are currently experiencing
separation or civil divorce and in need of healing. This series
makes use of Maria Pia Campanella’s “The Gift of Self,” a sixweek program for accompanying separated and divorced faithful.
The series will run Wednesday mornings (following 8am mass)
from 8:30-10am starting November 11 and ending December 16
at St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in
Brainerd. If you know of someone
who can benefit from this series,
please invite them to attend. There is
a $30 per person charge
(scholarships are available). Those
interested can find more information
and register with Beatrice ComtyCharnock, MA, LMFT, LADC at
pathwayscounseling17@gmail.com or
218-838-3729. Class size is limited.
Social distancing and face masks
required.

Through
October 18, 2020
(Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020June 30, 2021)
St. James •
Attendance ....................................................... 212
Weekly Goal ................................................. $5,020
Received 10/18/2020 ............................... $4,742
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $80,323
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $77,010
UCA 2020 Assessment ....................... $58,429.33
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ............. $39,431.50
Holy Family •
Attendance ..................................................... …..60
Weekly Goal ................................................. $1,410
Received 10/18/2020 ............................... $1,569
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................. $22,554
Fiscal Year to date received ..................... $22,802
UCA 2020 Assessment ....................... $13,999.20
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ................ $8,331.00
Our Lady of Fatima•
Attendance ..................................................... ….14
Weekly Goal. ....................................................$127
Received 10/18/2020 ...................................$151
Fiscal Year to date goal ............................... $2,028
Fiscal Year to date received ....................... $2,354
UCA 2020 Assessment .......................... $1,585.21
UCA 2020 Received/Pledged ................ $1,383.62
Thank you for your contributions!
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St. James

GOSPEL MEDITATION All Saints

299 Red Oak Drive, Aitkin

I remember as a child the meticulousness my father
would bring to a task. Whether it be tending to a
St. James Food Shelf
chore in the yard, repairing something, or painting a Nov. 7/8
Food Share Weekend
room, the tiniest of every detail demanded his
Nov 14/15 Large or small cans of fruit
attention. He had great patience. I benefited greatly
by his example and remember these lessons well. We Nov 21/22 Potatoes-instant mashed,
augraten, scalloped
all need examples to follow. It is important to
Money is always welcome. Thanks for all
identity folks who excel at simple things and show us
you do to help those in need.
how to do things well. There are those among us and
those who have gone before us who serve as these
KC Meeting
models and witnesses. They are ordinary people who
The Knights of Columbus meeting will be held on Tuesday,
in their “extraordinary ordinariness” capture our
November 3rd in the church basement at St. Joseph’s
attention and allow us to see things more clearly.
These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses, Catholic Church in Crosby. Rosary at 6:30 p.m., meeting at
7:00 p.m. Fellowship and refreshments to
heralds, and innovators who bring a single- minded
follow.
devotion to
God to even
Holy Hour for Vocations
the simplest of
Thursday, November 3rd
tasks they
from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.
perform. They
All
are
welcome, please come.
have an
openness to
Holy Family
being used and
2 S Maddy Street, McGregor
become vessels
of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They call us
Lights of Love
to the “more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all
Once again, McGregor Friends of the Library will be
of its simplicity and splendor. They remind us of the
little ones of the Kingdom and the values we all need
sponsoring the Lights of Love Program.
to cultivate and possess. They are the poor in spirit,
Luminaries are available to be purchased for
the meek, the merciful, and the peacemaker who
$5.00 each in honor or memory of loved ones.
often are rejected not only by those who have far
These will be displayed at the McGregor
different agendas but by those you think would
Community Curbside Meal Pick-up. Luminaries
welcome them.
will light your way to the meal pickup area.
All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this
Forms are available in the Narthex to be filled out and turned
cloud of witnesses who journey with us as we make
in at the McGregor Library by November 17th with the
our way through life. They offer us inspiration,
number of luminaries, and names of your loved ones. If you
wisdom, intercession, and support. They direct us
have any questions, you can call Shirley Scollard
toward true happiness and remind us that we are all
at 218-426-3527.
called to be saints. All it takes is desire, love, and
Hunter’s Mass
fidelity. There is much we can learn from the official
saints of the church. Their guidance is ever before us There will be a Hunter’s Mass at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
and ever with us. But there is also a lot to learn from
in Kettle River on Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020 at 7:30 pm.
the unofficial saints of the church. They sit beside us
every Sunday, are our neighbors and ordinary people
Our Lady of Fatima
we meet every day. Because of the devotedness of
102 S Highway 65 McGrath
their faith, they remind us to keep going, remain
focused, and cultivate purpose and meaning, and give
OLOF Chapel Mass Schedule
voice to those who have none. The inspiration is all
The
Rosary
will
be prayed half hour before Mass. Please
around us.

note this schedule is subject to
change due to Fr. Solors availability.
November 8 at 10 am
November 15 at 10 am
November 22 at 10 am

Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with
great love. Know that you are not alone. Believe that
you can persevere. Have great faith.

©LPi
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Monday, November 2
5:15 pm
Tuesday, November 3
6:30 am
6:30/7:00 pm
Wednesday, November 4
6:30 pm
Thursday, November 5
7:30 am
9:00 am to 8:00 pm
9:30 am to 5:50 pm
5:50 pm
7:00 pm
Saturday, November 7
9:15 am/9:30 am
Sunday, November 8
After Mass

Little Gobblers
The packets of home lessons and classroom lessons for
November are ready for pick up if you were unable to
attend or if you have chosen to participate at home.
Videos of last Wednesday’s classes are available for you
to view and assist with the classroom lesson at home.
Be sure to contact Jen or Marie if you have any questions
or need to register. Thanks!
Attention Second Grade Sacrament Prep
If you have not registered, please do so as soon as
possible. Preparation for First Reconciliation and First
Communion will be begin soon and we want to include
you in our planning. Separate classes will be held for the
Sacrament Preparation.
If you have any questions, please contact Jen or Marie.

Bible Study (SJ)
That Man is You (SJ)
KC Rosary/Meeting (Crosby)
CAGE night (SJ)
Rosary (SJ)
Adoration (SJ)
Adoration (HF)
Benediction (HF)
Holy Hour for Vocations (SJ)
First Saturday Rosary/Mass (SJ)
Confirmation Prep Class (SJ)

CAGE Class Dates
November 4
Sunday, November 8-After Mass
(Mandatory Confirmation Prep for juniors and sponsors)
November 11
November 18
For Wednesday CAGE Night classes, students should
arrive by 6:30 pm.

Saturday, November 7at 5:00 pm (SJ)
Sacristan/Server .............................................. Dave Thompson
Lector.............................................................. Dolores Wickham
EOMs ........................................ Irmgard Boyer, Jan Burt (MOB)
Ushers .......................................... Pam Landgren, 3 volunteers

Tuesday, November 3
8:30 am
Jean Bartl (SJ)
Wednesday, November 4
8:30 am
Echo Welshons (SJ)
Thursday, November 5
8:30 am
Leo Kosman (SJ)
Friday, November 6
8:30 am
Tom and Marian Magee (SJ)
Saturday, November 7
9:30 am
Nic Justen (SJ)
5:00 pm
Don Grandquist (SJ)
Sunday, November 8
8:00 am
For the Parishioners (HF)
10:00 am
Jack Schreiber (OL)
10:00 am
Marge and Francis Johnson (SJ)

Sunday, November 8 at 8:00 am (HF)
................................... Please see the green binder in narthex.
Sunday, November 8 at 10:00 am (OL)
.................................................................... Volunteers needed.
Sunday, November 8 at 10:00 am (SJ)
Sacristan ............................................................... Hugh Janzen
Servers .............................................................. Jerome Joerger
Lector......................................................................... Cindy Lent
EOMs ................................. Marie James, Jodie Johnson (MOB)
Ushers ........... Pauline & Tim Anderson, Don Lent, Kirk Peysar
(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James•
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima

(HF)-Holy Family • (SJ)-Saint James •
(OL) Our Lady of Fatima
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