
My Dear Sisters in Christ, 
When the last HINGE came out we were anxiously preparing for a joint Convention with the Superior Diocesan 
CCW. I am happy to say that we had a wonderful turn out and a beautiful day. Thank you to all the women who 
came, helped out, offered comfort and coffee, and kept saying, "It'll be just fine!"  More information about the 
spring convention appears later in the Hinge, but I wanted to make sure that if/when we ever do that again, you 
know that we have a lot of lists that can be referenced! 
Special thanks goes to Ann Johnston, our Treasurer, who worked with the SDCCW Treasurer to manage all the 
reservation income, payments to vendors, income from silent auction and other places and still had time to 
make the name tags! She didn't give up when talking to banking 'experts' and beat them at their own game! 
Kudos, Ann. 
Also, thank you to SDCCW President Barbara Gagliardi without whom it would never have happened - It was 
her idea first! Barbara, it was a fun adventure working with you. Thanks for all you did. 
 
In His Love, 
Connie 
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DULUTH DIOCESAN 
COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

 

THE HINGE 
this is the day the lord has made. we shall rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
During the week before Ash Wednesday, 2018, I became ill with the flu. I was sent to the Aitkin Hospital and given 
excellent care. I was sent home on the fourth day with the understanding that I would not leave home for three weeks. 
When I was considered over the initial flu, I still did not feel well. My doctor told me that I had another form of the flu! 
Many weeks passed before I began to feel better. About a week after Easter, I passed out at home. When I came to I was 
not able to get off the floor. We called 911 and police and first responders came. The police took my blood sugar which 
was very high (533). At the hospital they found my diabetes was damaged due to the flu. We are still working with staff 
from their staff  to stabilize my sugar ratings. I now take insulin to balance the food I eat.  
 
When I recently talked  with Bishop Paul, he asked me many questions about my future with CCW. I told him that I have 
worked with the CCW women all the years of my priesthood. Besides my brother priests who will have to organize my 
funeral, I'm hoping that the CCW women from the Diocese will walk me into church - they will lead me as I have lead 
them! The KC's will form the arch for my casket, and the Viet Nam Veterans will provide the military salute as I leave the 
church!  
 
What I learned over these months is how important relationships are. And, no matter what, we have to stay close to God, 
trust Jesus in our prayers, and rejoice in His love for us. Life is in the hands of our Lord forever. 
 
Thank you for all the work you did this year. I am so thankful that the Diocese of Duluth and Superior came together for a 
meeting. We truly needed to do this. I also appreciate all Connie Andrews did for me with all this confusion. Let us move 
onward and upward in the weeks ahead. 
 
Blessings, 
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Board Members from the Superior Diocese and Duluth Diocese prayed the Spiritual Rosary after their respective Board 
meetings on May 21, 2018 - the evening before the Joint Convention. Leading the rosary that afternoon was Fr. Gerard 
Willger, the SDCCW Spiritual Advisor seen standing in the back of this picture.  Here we all are standing in the Monastery 
flower bed! No, we didn't step on anything……I think!  
 

 
Here we are singing between the decades. Angel  voices singing to High Heaven!  

 
  



Images from the 2018 Joint Duluth and Superior Diocese CCW Convention 
Commission Displays Ð     Duluth Diocese Registration Ð 

  
Superior Diocese RegistrationÐ     Vendors Ð 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Morning Convention Speaker: 
Maria Johnson speaking on Solidarity - the theme   Afternoon Convention Speaker: Dale Ahlquist speaking on  
 of our convention.      The Laughing Prophet-G. K. Chesterton 

 
 
Holy Mass at the Queen of Peace Chapel, St Scholastica Monastery Con celebrated by Bishop Paul Sirba, Bishop James 
Powers, Fr. Gerard Willger and Deacon Richard Johnston  

  
Music by the Superior Diocese Chorale Î 

 
 
All in all, almost 200 women attended the joint convention and, without exception, enjoyed the day. The beautiful setting of 
St. Scholastica College and Monastery set a tone of respect and wisdom. The lunch served in Somers Hall was exceptional 
and in lieu of a mass collection, a free will offering designated to the NCCW Vocation Purse Club was taken during lunch. 
With astounding generosity we raised more than $1700 for this worthy cause.  This money will go to a foundation that helps 
women candidates for religious orders pay off part of their education debt in order to be accepted  into an order. We often 
pray for more vocations, but this collection will help bring those prayers to reality. Thank you to everyone for your gift! 
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Leadership Commission Report - Sue Goerges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  
 August 7 - CCW Meeting, Aurora, MN 6:00 p.m. @ Our Lady of Hope - Aurora 
 August 29 - September 1 - NCCW Convention in Pittsburgh PA 
 September/October - Support and Membership Sunday 
 October 9 - Duluth Diocesan Fall Conference, @ St. Anthony Church - Ely 
 October 11 - Hibbing Deanery Fall Conference, @ St Augustine's, Cohasset 
 December 8 - Hibbing Deanery Advent Retreat, @ Blessed Sacrament - Hibbing 
 
 
  

In June, several of us were able to attend the bi-annual Province Conference in Fairmont, Minnesota.  Part of the two 
day conference included an LTD workshop.  This Leadership Training Development workshop is presented by NCCW 
trainers. One of the questions presented by attendees was how to retain members. Here are a few (abbreviated) 
ideas that they presented to us. 
#1 Always be warm and welcoming to every member (new and old). 
#2 Remember to thank all members for their input. 
#3 Seek new and innovative ideas for programming.  Give new ideas a try, work together. 
#4 Keep them meetings interesting and meaningful. 
#5 Determine the needs of the members and try to meet them. Value their time, input, and efforts. 
#6 Evaluate your programs, projects and meetings. Be open to change. 
 
Our trainers were Kathy Bonner, from Maitland, FL, and Amy Kennedy, from Salt Lake City, UT. They did an excellent 
job and at the end of our six hour session we were awarded certificates of participation! 
 
Membership 
All affiliate memberships are current (affiliates are Parishes). Individual memberships to NCCW come due at various 
times throughout the year based on your membership anniversary - the date you first joined. Watch your mail and 
email for a reminder from NCCW and renew when reminded. Remember that individual membership is an important 
part of our organization. 
 
Thank you! 

Sue 
Editor's note: 
Any CCW group can request an LTD workshop in your area. The LTD workshop is customized to your requests and 
needs. There is a charge for the workshop that helps defray the costs of the trainer's travel expenses.  Consider 
having one in your area and inviting women from surrounding parishes to join in.  Check out the process on our 
website at nccw.org.  Contact me or Sue if you want help getting one scheduled. Connie 
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HIBBING DEANERY REPORT ……………. By Ann Johnston  
 

Our PILGRIMAGE to the Basilica of the National Shrine of 
Mary, Help of Christians  near Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
and the National Shrine of our Lady of Good Help near 
Champion, Wisconsin the first weekend in May was a 
wonderful success.  We were blessed with 30 pilgrims, 
gorgeous weather, and holy ground to draw close to our 
Lord. 
ÍThis picture was taken in the Basilica. 
 
 
 

 
 

This is a picture as we entered the National Shrine of 
our Lady of Good Help 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ÍThis picture is of our pilgrims just 
before we left The Shrine of our Lady of 
Good Help. 
A huge THANK YOU to all who came on 
the pilgrimage and for those that prayed 
for us while we traveled. 
We were blessed! 
 
 
 
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION for the Hibbing Deanery CCW: 
FALL CONVENTION on Thursday, October 11th at St Augustine’s in Cohasset with Fr Kris McKusky 
as the keynote speaker.  Be sure and look for the flyer that will be out soon. 
ADVENT RETREAT on Saturday, December 8th at Blessed Sacrament in Hibbing with Fr Beau Braun 
as Retreat Leader. 
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SERVICE COMMISSION - Leona Barten 
International-Family-Community 
 
It is hard to believe that summer is on the way out.   We have to start thinking about school starting up again, the 
National convention, and our plans for service. 
 
If you go on the National Council of Catholic Women website,  nccw.org,  you will find a wealth of information. 
 Bishop Gregory L. Parks, Episcopal Liaison of the NCCW has an excellent video  titled “Statement on the 
Immigration Crisis at the US - Mexico Borders.  Very short but to the point.   
 
Also on the website is information on domestic violence issues, human trafficking, family concern resources, and 
 links to our partners USCCB, CRS,   Cross Catholic Outreach, the Associates of NCCW, Friends of NCCW for 
WUCWO,  to name a few.  Check out this website.  Spending a half hour or so once a month will educate you on 
the importance of being a member of National Council of Catholic Women. 
 
Catholic Relief Services and National Council of Catholic Women have been in partnership for seventy-five years. 
 Many of us send support money for Water For Life, Madonna Plan, Adopt a Child and more.   Your donations 
should be sent to NCCW.  Make your check payable to NCCW and indicate in the memo line that the money is for 
CRS and what project.  Mail the check to NCCW, 200 N Glebe Rd, Suite 725, Arlington VA  22203. 
 
Cross Catholic Outreach has the Women Helping Women Campaign for Human Dignity.  We could also participate 
in the Boxes of Joy.  All the information is on the website.   
 
We have local areas we can support.  We have the food shelf, homeless shelters, veterans programs, domestic 
violence programs and anything that is family or community minded.   
 
With school starting soon it is a good time to send you money to DDCCW for the Appalachia socks and underwear 
project if you haven’t already done so.   Make your checks payable to DDCCW indicating in the memo that it is for 
socks and underwear and send the checks to our treasurer Ann Johnston, PO Box 115, Pengilly MN 55775. 
 
Our Appalachia Christmas Project is coming sometime in September.  Please encourage the women of your 
parishes to participate in this project.  Reaching out to help spread a little cheer to families must give us many 
graces.   
 
A little NCCW convention blurb.  If you are attending, don’t forget the Associates luncheon and the Friends of 
NCCW for WUCWO breakfast.  Great time to learn what is happening with these two organizations.  Not a 
member?  Why not join!  
 
 
Leona  
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Brainerd Deanery Report………Dolores Wickham 
 

How important is it for a church to have a bell to ring? Well, in 2006, 
when it was decided that St. James was going to build a new church, 
people were very disappointed when they learned that the bell could not 
be installed in the belfry. We were told that the tower wasn't strong 
enough to hold it. The bell was put in the garage by the new church. 
Every once in a while someone would ask about the bell but never got a 
firm answer other than "we are working on it". 
 
Late last summer, Fr. David started the ball rolling to try to get the bell 
put up. It was shipped to Iowa to the Verdin Bell Company to have it 
gone over. They are the only company in the US who works on these 
bells. 
 
We had to raise some money to have the bell installed when it was 
returned in the fall. We had hopes of getting it installed for Christmas, 
then by Easter. The contractor who built the church said they would put 
it up and yes, the tower was strong enough to hold it. After many delays, 

Fr. David's last phone message from them was "can't put it up until September". Fr. David consulted a different 
contractor and things started to roll. However, another cost expense was encountered, but the CCW came 
through! 
 
Fr. David wrote in the latest bulletin, "the windows have been removed. With them removed, it will allow the sound 
to travel in every direction. I am hoping that we will no longer have bee, wasp or fly issues. We may have rain and 
snow issues under the tower to replace the bug issue!" 
 
When will the bell toll? 

x 8:00 a.m. 
x 5 minutes before every Mass 
x 12:00 noon 
x 6:00 p.m. 
x During procession from church to funeral hearse and 

while people are getting into their cars after a funeral 
stopping when funeral procession goes to the 
cemetery. 

x After weddings for 10-15 minutes 
 
Fr. David is hoping to have it ringing by the end of August - 
as are all the parishioners! 
 
 
Dolores  
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VIRGINIA DEANERY REPORT---Mary Frances Hughes 
 
For those who don't know me I am the new Virginia Deanery president. Jackie park (long time Virginia Deanery 
president) is staying on as vice president, which is a great asset to me. I am looking forward to my new role as 
Deanery president. The new Virginia Deanery Board is as follows:  

x President: MaryFrances (aka Marie) Hughes, Our Lady of Hope, Aurora, Biwabik, & Hoyt Lakes 
x Vice President: Jackie Park, Holy Spirit, Virginia & Mt. Iron 
x Secretary: Lorraine Klun, St. Anthony, Ely 
x Treasurer: Paulette Gilbert, St. Anthony, Ely 
x Spiritual Commissioner: Marilyn Klick, St. Anthony, Ely 

I am still hopeful that someone from St. Mary, Cook will consider being Member at Large--then the board will be 
truly representative of the Deanery. 
 
As you have probably already noted I have a nickname, it is Marie. People either call me MaryFrances or Marie 
(never Mary, it is just too confusing in my family). I am a nurse/nurse practitioner. I am working on my retirement 
plan, but for the immediate future I am still working. One day a month I volunteer, as a nurse practitioner for 
Project Care in Virginia--a free clinic for the uninsured and under insured. I very much enjoy travelling as well as 
cooking, baking, gardening, reading, crocheting, knitting and counted cross stitch. My greatest passion is for 
genealogy and I am certified in genealogical research. 
 
On July 1st Our Lady of Hope, Biwabik (St. John's) celebrated 125 years. After Mass we celebrated with cake and 
ice cream. Congratulations! Here are some dates to remember for the women in the Virginia Deanery. I hope to see 
and meet many of you at these events. 
 
Sep 29th - Our Lady of Hope will be having a fundraiser: A taste of Europe. It will be at Holy Rosary, Aurora MN. 
All are welcome. 
 
Oct. 9th - St. Anthony's Ely will be hosting the combined Fall Deanery/Diocesan meeting--hoping to see you there. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
MaryFrances Hughes 
 

 
 
SPIRITUALITY COMMISSION - CHERI NILES 
The Collect from the last Sunday in August gave me such hope for the future in God's great Love and Mercy. I'll share that 
with you. 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance 
your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to 
hold fast even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Cheri  
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National Council of Catholic Women  
Monthly Conference Call  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
NCCW's organization is multi-layered - just like many other organizations. Besides the four 
chair officers, President, President-Elect (aka Vice President), Secretary and Treasurer, also on 
the Council's executive board are Province Directors from all over the US. In Minnesota, Irene 
Schmidt from the St. Cloud Diocese, is the current Director for the Province of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis which includes Minnesota and North and South Dakota. This two-year Province 
position is appointed by the Bishop and since eligibility rotates through the 5 Diocese in 
Minnesota, each Diocese has an opportunity to appoint someone only every 10 years. 
 
Our last Province was Leona Barten from St. Augustine's Parish in Cohasset. It is my distinct 
honor to have been selected by Bishop Sirba to serve as the next Director for the Province of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis! When Irene's term is up in the fall of 2019, I will be installed as her 
replacement. I am excited, scared, humbled and anxious to learn all that I can before I take 
office.  
 
I thank Bishop Sirba for his confidence and encouragement and I ask you all to pray for me as I 
take on this mission. I will work and pray for you also. 
 
In His Love, 
 

On the second Wednesday of each month,  one of NCCW's leadership leads a conference call on a 
different topic. This call is open to all members. The time in our area is 7:00 p.m.  There is no charge. 

Call in number for all calls:   (712) 432-0375 - Pin 505816 
Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm (ET) 
1.  If you join the call after the start time, please do not announce yourself despite the instruction to 
do so. 
2.  When you join the call, please mute your phone by pressing *6.  You can take the phone off mute 
if you wish to speak by pressing *6 again. 

Please be respectful of all on the call and mute your end of the call and just listen. This is a great way 
to stay up to date on all that is happening at the National Council Level.  If you are curious about past 
calls, there are summaries of the calls on the NCCW web page under the 'about us' button. 



Connie Andrews 
The HINGE August 2018 page12 

NCCW WILL BE 100 YEARS OLD IN 
2020! 

Did you know that the Diocese of Duluth is a Charter Member of NCCW?! 
We want to put a book together honoring all the women and women's groups in our 
Diocese who came before and now make up the Council of Catholic Women.  

We need your stories - your history is our history! 
 
Did you and/or your Mother/Grandmother belong to a ladies church group? Was it called 
one of these? 
Rosary Society? Altar Society?  Christian Women? A Guild? 
 A Circle?  Catholic Daughters? Forester's Auxiliary or any 
other Auxiliary of a Catholic Men's group? Anything else? 
 
If you were in one of these or know of one of these, we need to hear from you! 
= What kinds of things did the group do in and out of the church? 
= What kinds of projects did they do? 
= How did they help in the parish? 
= What were their meetings like? 
= Did they offer child care for young mothers to attend? 
= Was food involved at the meetings? 
= What kind of fund raisers did they do - or did they get a parish allowance? 
= What did they spend their money doing? 
= Who were some of the people you remember - Names please. 
= Do you have any pictures or newspaper articles about their work? 
= Anyone we might want to contact to interview? 

 
Please contact us and let us know what you remember about those 'good old days'! 
 
Leona Barten, PO Box 173 Cohasset, MN 55721, 218-328- 5520, 
maebarten@yahoo.com 
Or 
 Alice Parendo, 5809 Rose Rd, Hermantown, MN 55811, 218-729-9647 
a501alice@yahoo.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In affiliation with: 

The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) 
Whose mission statement is: 

"The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower 
and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW programs 
respond with Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern world." 

www.nccw.org 
~and~ 

The World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations (WUCWO) 
Whose mission statement is: 

" WUCWO's aim is to promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of 
Catholic women in society and the church in order to enable them to fulfill their mission of 

evangelization and to work for human development." 
www.wucwo.org 
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